LIBERTY'S
&
\_/@

%
Ef

KITCHEN

Liberty’s Kitchen, Inc.
422 % South Broad

P.O. Box 19293

New Orleans, LA 70179
504.822.4011 phone
504.822.4012 fax
www.libertyskitchen.org

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Janet Gorence Davas

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dr. Alan Burshell, Chair
Ochsner Clinic Foundation

Dr. Mary Bartholomew, Secretary
Delgado Community College

Shawne B. Favre, Treasurer
Significant Solutions, Inc.

Thomas Beron
Liskow & Lewis

Jeffrey P. Good
McGlinchey Stafford

Wendy Schornstein Good
Community Activist

Honorable Calvin Johnson (Ret.)
Metropolitan Human Services
District

Steve Gleason
New Orleans Saints (Ret.)
The Shaw Group

Hope Meyer
Community Activist

Matthew Schwartz
Domain Companies

Cathy Vaughn
Educator (Ret.)

Bertrand A. Wilson
Barriere Construction Co.

ADVISORY BOARD

Wm. David Davas
McMoRan Qil & Gas, LLC

Loyce Pierce Wright
Governor’s Office
Commission on Human Rights

October 15, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:

I am pleased to submit this letter of support to Mr. John Richie and Scrub Brush
Productions, LLC and the production of their documentary film, Murder Through the Eyes
of a Child.

The impact of Hurricane Katrina and the subsequent failure of the federal levees placed
a national spotlight on New Orleans and exposed the poverty and deprivation of many of
its residents. On August 29, 2005, the very day the levees broke, the Census Bureau
released a report on poverty in the nation, finding that Orleans Parish had a poverty rate
of 23.2 percent, seventh highest among 290 large U.S. counties. So long before the
destruction of Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans' social infrastructure was failing. New
Orleans public schools were some of the worst in the country, shackled with child
poverty, crime, high drop-out rates and low test scores. While disheartening enough,
many of these young people were exposed to violence, addictions and illegal activities a
part of their everyday lives; violence tied to poverty and educational failure.

New Orleans continues to lead the nation in its murder rate with the vast majority of
perpetrators and victims being black males under the age of 25. The impact of this
violence spreads far into our community. Combined with our failing school system,
many - if not most - of our young people have very little opportunity for success. With
violence and death surrounding them, many do not dare to envision a future.

Since Hurricane Katrina, we have a duty and opportunity to make the city’s social
infrastructure stronger and more equitable than it was before. While great strides have
been taken in recovery, Orleans Parish is still struggling, and the ongoing consequences
of Katrina are particularly acute for adolescents, who are especially vulnerable to
trauma.

Many of us in the community are working hard to right the social wrongs that plague our
city. Liberty’s Kitchen is a nonprofit providing at-risk youth employability skills training
through our food service-based operations. Our mission is dedicated to transforming
the lives of New Orleans youth by providing a path to self-sufficiency.

But in one the most violent cities in the country, actually the world, this is sometimes a
daunting task. At the end of each day, our students return to their neighborhoods, often
fearful. We recently had one of our students endure the shooting s of three of his
closest friends within the span of one week. These were all separate incidents and one
young man was fatally wounded. The impact on our student was profound and for a
brief time, we thought we might lose him completely to his despair. This scenario is
played over and over again in our city on an almost daily basis.

All of us at Liberty’s Kitchen fully support the film and strongly believe that the message
that it so convincingly conveys must be told. We can no longer afford to ignore our
children - children who are affected by violence every day of their lives. This is not
violence resulting from war, but violence on the streets of an American city, violence
killing our young people and killing the hopes and dreams of those they leave behind.
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